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ACTIVITY

Build a worinery

Create an artificial home for worms and watch
these amazing digging machines at work

SUITABLE FOR
BEAVERS, CUBS AND
SCOUTS

YOU WILL NEED

® 2-litre plastic soft drink
bottle ® Scissors

® Damp soil or compost

® Sand ® Dead leaves or
vegetable peelings

® About 10 earthworms
(allow an hour to find these)

INSTRUCTIONS

Get your section to take

itin turns to do the
following tasks so that they
are all involved in making the
wormery.

Use scissors to carefully

cut off the top of the
bottle, then fill it with
alternate layers of damp soil
and sand - the soil layers
should be about 3cm deep and
the sand layers about %cm.

James says

‘Tliked getting
dirty with the
soil, sand and
worms of course! I
kept the wormery
watered and liked
the patterns the
worms made
through the soil.

'ShATe.
Send us your
wormery photos.

Turn to page 3 for
details.

Put a layer of leaves

3 (broken into small pieces),
potato peelings and/or grass
clippings on the surface.

Put the earthworms on
top and replace the top of
the bottle without the cap.
5 Put the wormery in a dark,
cold place. Wrap the bottle

in thick black card to make
sure no light gets in.

Check the wormery every

few days and keep the soil
on the top damp. After 4 or 5
days, lift it out to see what has
happened.

Cubs can record the

changes by taking
photographs or filling in
the record sheet available at
scouts.org.uk/rollsroyce.
After 3—4 weeks it is time to
let the worms go and release
them where they were found.
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TIME NEEDED

3 Ominutes

Rolls-Royce partners the Cub
Scientist Activity Badge

PARTNER

l_ Rolls-Royce
OUTCOMES

In their wormery, Cubs should see
how the worms tunnel through
the earth, mixing up the layers and
Increasing the amount of air, water
and nutrients in the soil.

TAKING IT FURTHER

Could your Cubs live like a worm
in total darkness? Try wearing a
blindfold for 5 minutes to find out!
Or why not try indoor caving?

MORE INFORMATION

Rolls-Royce partners the Cub
Scout Scientist Activity Badge

to inspire young people about
science, technology, engineering
and maths. Fun and educational
activities like this aim to take the
fear out of science for Cub Leaders
and support Cubs in achieving
their Scientist Activity Badge. See:
scouts.org.uk/rollsroyce




